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Typotheque type specimen & OpenType feature specification. Please
read before using the fonts.

Harir
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OpenType font family supporting extended Arabic and basic Latin
character set
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Designed by Bahman Eslami, 2010-2013
(with Latin by Peter Bilak)

© 2013, Typotheque.com. For information purposes only.

What is OpenType?

OpenType is a cross-platform font format developed by Adobe and Microsoft. It
has a potential to provide advanced typographic features such as multilingual
character sets, ligatures, small capitals, various numeral styles, and contextual
substitutions.

OpenType, as the new industry standard, supports Unicode, which
enables the fonts to contain a large number of characters. While PostScript fonts
are a technically limited to a maximum of only 256 characters, OpenType fonts
can have more than 65,000 glyphs. This means that a user does not need to have
separate fonts for Western, Central European, Baltic, Cyrillic or Greek languages,
but could have one single file which supports all these encodings.

OpenType fonts work in all applications, however only some
applications take advantage of the advanced OpenType features. Other
applications will only use the first 256 characters.
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2 y> Harir Regular

J »=> Harir Bold

s> Harir Display Regular

L o 4

> Harir Display Regular

 »> Harir Caption Regular

o

»> Harir Caption Bold

ABOUT THE TYPEFACE

Harir is a modern Arabic text typeface featuring three optical sizes, the first
typeface of its kind. Harir is based on the Naskh calligraphy style, but is
designed to work well with or without diacritics. Its letter proportions and
stroke contrasts have been adjusted to create consistent word shapes, and dots

have been carefully positioned to help balance the negative space between the
letters.

© 2013, Typotheque.com. For information purposes only.

ABOUT THE DESIGNER

Bahman Eslami is a type designer and kinetic graphic designer born in Tehran,
Iran (1985). He holds a BA in Graphic Design with emphasis on Typography
from University of Tehran - Faculty of Fine Arts. Since 2005 he has been
working with advertising agencies, specialised in CG animation.
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Harir in Arabic means silk fabric which conveys the
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qualities that I intended to capture and transform
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it into word shapes: soft, elegant and delicate. The
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Fabric also has a different quality that makes it special
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which is the shimmering appearance, it seems when
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you are looking at it in different angles the shading
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changes. I also designed harir for different point sizes
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so when you are looking at it in small sizes it feels the
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same typeface but there are several imperceptible
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adjustments in letters, dots and diacritics that makes
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it more legible at small sizes and adverse conditions.
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Harir — Optical Sizes

Harir Display

Harir Regular Harir Caption

|

Same ascender and descender in all optical sizes

Harir Caption Bold

Curvature is

retracted to convey
the delicacy of the

Harir Display Bold

Dots and diacritics are
separated and also they
are moved away from
the base character

thin parts of the
Display font

Lower
contrast in
the caption
font

Similar horizontal stems

in all optical sizes

white space
of counters

are virtually
intact

Similar horizontal stems

in all optical sizes

Height of the teeth has been increased in the Regular and Caption fonts to enhance legibility at small sizes.

Higher
contrast
in the
Display
font
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Bold
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Regular

Persian/pw) (€]
Bold
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Regular
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Bold

Kazakh/Lid ;8
Regular

Azerbaijani/ g, 3T
Bold

Punjabi/ =iy
Ragular

Mazanderani/ 59,jlo
Bold

Uyghur/dz)§%.:85
Regular
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Harir — Intended Point Size
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18 PT

16 pt

14 PT

12 PT

10 PT

Harir Display
font is designed
text size 21 pt and
higher.

Harir Text font is
designed to work best
between 9 and 21 pt.

Harir Caption font is
designed to work best
below 9 pt.


http://ug.wikipedia.org/
http://ur.wikipedia.org/
http://ar.wikipedia.org/
http://fa.wikipedia.org/
http://ckb.wikipedia.org/
http://ps.wikipedia.org/
http://kk.wikipedia.org/
http://az.wikipedia.org/
http://pa.wikipedia.org/
http://mzn.wikipedia.org/
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Harir as both the headline
and display typeface in a
proposal for the Emarat Al
Youm newspaper. Design by
Audacity Partners.
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Museum
Exhibition

Reception

Toilettes

wherein it transformed the ac:
practitioners, of how they exai
cultures of the Middle East. As
and debated the cultural subje
especially as applied to and in
studies; nonetheless, some ma
with Said’s Orientalism thesis,
Orientalist Bernard Lewis.

As a public intellectual, he disc

music, culture, and literature,

A world of global communications demands fonts to work well in multilingual settings.

fonts that support multiple languages and This can result in distorted lettershapes
scripts. After Bahman Eslami completed that deviate from the script’s tradition and
Harir, Peter Bilak developed a special heritage, impairing readability. Harir and
version of Lava to serve as Harir’s Latin Lava provide a unique combination that
character set, perfectly matching its weight, enables professional-quality multilingual
rhythm and contrast. Designers of non- (Arabic, Latin, Greek and Cyrillic)

Latin typefaces are often forced to adapt typesetting with no compromises.

Latin design principles when they want their
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